
Agility Committee Meeting 

August 2022 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 

Minutes 

 

 

Present:  Chris Richardson, Karen Grant, Nicola Parmenter, Rosemarie Baker, Clint Banks, Diana Gausden 

Apologies:  Karen Morrison 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting:   

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true and correct record.   Moved: CR, Seconded: PJ. 

 

Matters Arising: 

We still need to get a consultation document sorted to go out getting feedback on the addition of 5 way splits.  It 
was agreed at the last meeting how the split would work with certain numbers.  Karen to organise survey and get it 
out to the people. 

 

Finance Report: 

• Nicola presented financial report.  June/July looked good, but some of the expenses that should have been 
in there will show in August as we have only just received ACOD expenses from DNZ. 

• Nicola to query with DNZ some of the charges as they appear to have charged for accommodation for the 
delegates at ACOD.  Moved: NP, Seconded: CR.  

o Nelson DTC Equipment Grant Application (omitted in error from the June meeting) Approved $1000.   

o Gisborne DTC Equipment Grant Application (omitted in error from the June meeting) Approved 
$1000. 

o  Request for refund of CRCD software from Heather Warren.  Approved 

• Honorariums 

o Discussion around the EC rep (when different to the Chair) being given the same honorarium as the 
chair.  Over the years, this position has become a larger role.  Also discussed that moving forward 
the EC and the Chair ideally wouldn’t be the same person.   At the time the Chair job and EC job was 
split out, the honorarium was never taken into account.  The EC rep must attend all required EC 
meetings to be eligible.  This needs to be added into standing orders.  Agreed that for next year this 
position is also paid the honorarium. 

Propose to add that the EC rep role will earn an honorarium and back date this to include 
honorarium payment for 2022.  Phil abstained.  All in favour.  



NZDAC 2022 (Zone 4):   

• KG to go back to Z4 committee to ask for updated budget. 

• Zone 4 to pay $612.46 which is the DNZ portion of the levies. 

• Standing orders need to be updated to fully outline what is required by the zone organising committees and 
what decisions must be approved by AC first.  The NZDAC is a Dogs NZ Event that is run by the Agility 
Committee, it is not the Zone’s event so more accountability needs to be held by the zones. 

• Karen to confirm with the Z4 what their intention is around the ribbons and ensure that they have liaised 
with ProPlan around colours and logos etc.  Also need to ensure that JDT ribbons are the same as the rest of 
the DAC ribbons – they should not be singled out with different ribbons they are all part of the same 
national event. 

 

NZDAC 2023 (Zone 1):   

• AC discussed the judges, going to go back and suggest that as a contingency plan they use the Z1 judges they 
have specified as reserves, and pull 2 others from elsewhere.  Propose to use Chris Moody and Justine Dale 
instead.  [In committee: Move Graeme J to reserve]. 

• Venue approved.  

• KG To send budget template to Ceri Tarry and also make sure they know all monies related to DAC (including 
entry money) must go through the Z1 AC account. 

• It was decided that the spare ‘extra’ account would be used going forward as a ‘NZDAC Entry Account’, and 
the person taking entries for each DAC can use this account to keep funds separate from operating 
expenses. 

 

NZDAC 2024 (Zone 3): 

 Clint to be the Z3 liaison.  Looking to hold a Z3 meeting at the end of the Feilding jumpers in October.  

 

NZDAC Team Trials:   

• Change of date for all trials – Wanganui and South Canterbury confirmed that they are willing to change 
Ribbon Trial dates to accommodate this.  This is for 2023 onwards.   

• Need to tidy up and firmly define who can do what when it comes to team trials.  Eg: Can a dog be trialled 
with a different handler than it would be competing with if it were to get through?  We have a lot of things 
like this that get asked every year, and we always end up having the same discussions.  Needs to be clarified 
in regs or standing orders.   

• Eligibility date to be changed in Standing Orders to 1 August. 

• Grade of judge – Agility Panel or higher – add to standing orders. 

• Discussion around the pre-set courses for team trials.  From what we understand the grumbles that we are 
hearing are around judges not being able to ‘tweak’ the course.  The main issue is with JDT being able to trial 
in a fair manner – the predefined courses were for the benefit of this.  After discussion around this, the AC 
can’t see any better way to run the trials.  It is really disappointing that some of our judges refuse to judge 
trials because of this.   



Judges Subcommittee: 

• JSC report  
o The 5m rule was already discussed and agreed this is a good idea at the June meeting and will be 

added to January 2023 regs. 
o The removal of exemption as previously stated needs to be consulted on. 
o The AC doesn’t feel that adding a new measuring method is of any benefit and will add more 

confusion to judges who already seem to struggle with what is a straight approach to a jump.  The 
AC would rather see the JSC spending time on working on the judges training and education than 
changing regulations that don’t have issues with the current system. 

o The report brought up an issue at the Z4 benefit show with a judge creating no straight approaches 
to the DW.  It is fully agreed that the issue needs to be addressed and will send a letter to this judge 
to say that this is disappointing to hear from someone who is a senior judge and also on the mentor 
panel, and ask that more care to be taken going forward, the same as the previous complaint of the 
same manner.  It was also mentioned that there was a member of the JSC present at that show who 
saw this, and from what we believe didn’t bring it up with the judge at the time.   

o If JSC can write something with a focus on the lines etc we will put it in the judges newsletter.  
o Discussing the ideas of online webinars – the option of subsidy could be possible, but we would 

want to see what the content of these are and more detail before committing to anything.  We 
currently don’t have finances in this year’s budget for this, but it is definitely something we would 
try and accommodate to some extent as we see it as valuable to ongoing judges education. 
 

• Results (so far) from the judges’ survey re obstacles in AD/ADX – Chris to continue drafting the new regs 
based on the feedback from this once the survey closes. 

 

Sunday meeting resumed 8:45am. 

 

Club Matters:  

• Calendar 2023 Onwards 

o There has been a very poor response from clubs in regard to the email sent out in July with the 
proposed new calendar.  This has become an enormous problem due to clubs not checking their 
dates when asked to.  

o Chris to contact WAG and see if they would be willing to do a swap with Kaipara JUST for 2023 as 
Kaipara aren’t able to get the grounds on the weekend they are scheduled.  

o Karen to contact Kaipara and double check that the dates their original dates will work, and also 
check 2024 as they will have already booked their grounds for 2024. 

o Mid Canterbury have stated they don’t want Waitangi weekend ever – however they have always 
had that weekend and would have to arrange a swap with another club if they wanted to do that. 

o Chris to remove the 2024 and 2025 calendar completely until the 2023 is sorted. 

o Karen and Diana to work on updating the calendar for 2023 based on the feedback received from 
clubs.  Any clubs that didn’t reply will be moved and if they require changes will need to negotiate 
with other clubs themselves. 



o While it was agreed that the 5 year calendar was a good idea, we feel that 5 years is too far out.  
There are a lot of changes that can happen in that time which screw the calendar over, it was 
decided to stick with 3 years. 

o Update calendar SOP to reflect the following: 

▪ Counties to always have Anniversary weekend. 

▪ Taupo to never have Anniversary weekend. 

▪ Nelson and Gisborne are always Queens Birthday. 

▪ DAC is always Labour weekend (week 43). 

▪ Zone trials will always be week 32. 

Karen and Diana to get this done within the next two weeks and get the final version out to clubs. 

 

• NZDAC Dates 

o  The AC has resolved that the dates for NZDAC will not change. 

 

Equipment:  

Regulation states: “Dog walk ramps may require additional support to ensure that they do not flex excessively.”  Too 
much flex is subjective, however the AC feels that there should be no bounce in the up and down ramps at all.  If 
there is any, then a leg should be added to stop this.  Phil to follow up with Sandra re this. 

 

Karen approached Steve T verbally in regard to getting new COF stickers – 2500.   

 

Measurers:*  

Rosemarie presented her report, we have received a resignation and also a few new applicants.  There have been 
some trials conducted on the use of laser measures and more trialling to be done, but this sounds like a possible 
option to look into. 

It was mentioned that the website doesn’t allow measures to be entered for dogs that haven’t actually reached 18 
months yet.  The regulations allow for a dog to be measured up to 4 weeks prior to their 18 month so the site needs 
to be updated to allow this, and likewise with the 2 year measure which should allow this 2 weeks prior.  Chris to do 
this. 

 

Dogs on Report:  

• North Island DOR report (Rosemarie)* 

o There is a person on report who has competed at least twice without any observations which is 
unacceptable.  AC to revoke her clear rounds.   

o To try and avoid this the AC to mark dogs as Excluded (E) on their account which will prevent the 
person from entering the show.  In order to enter a show, they must contact their liaison person in 



order to enter the show. 

o Rosemarie to contact Colleen to get the DOR letter changed, to say that the AC site will mark the 
dog as excluded, and in order to enter any shows, they must contact either the North Island or South 
Island DOR liaison person.   

• South Island DOR report (Phil)  

o No SI dogs on report.  

• Dogs on report project update 

o There is still a lot of oblivious people out there who are completely unaware of what their dogs are 
doing and their surroundings.  We need to put some reminders out to the people to pay more 
attention around the ringside area particularly when dogs are running. 

o Regulation of ring setup – clubs were given an opportunity to set up correctly and ensure mesh was 
in the right places, but it is still not getting done.  AC to regulate the use of mesh at a minimum 
across the full length of the ring.  Put examples of what is a good setup in various situations.   

- Need to consider who is at fault. Dog on lead not, dog in ring not 
- In situations where a dog is put on report due to something that is due to ring setup or something 

that the club could have mitigated the situation, the club should be made accountable to some 
extent.   

General Business:   

• Take the Lead Update * 

o Update from Miranda on rollout with Dogs NZ 

o NZDAC thoughts 

o TTL Nominations – one received, all in favour.  

o GCOTY at DAC.  AC to select from our pool on nominations. 

 

• Agility Committee Elections 

- Notice and call for nominations has been put in the August dog world and will close in October.   

 

• Dogs unfit for competition.  There are a lot of dogs competing that are overweight, lame, or competing on 
drugs.  With the high emphasis on safety in agility, we need to be focussing on the safety of dogs as well as 
the equipment.  Chris to put in EC report that we would like to engage with the Canine Health and Welfare 
vet to establish some guidelines or training for our judges to help them identify these issues while they are 
judging.  AC to establish a process for dealing with these dogs to ensure they remedy the situation before 
continuing to compete.  Judges need to be made more aware that they should be excluding dogs from 
competition when they see lame or excessively overweight dogs.  As a way of making sure these things are 
remedied, we create a form that they need a vet to sign off on, to ensure the vet is fully aware of the 
situation the dog is competing under, as a lot of vets will say the dog is the ideal weight etc, with no 
knowledge that it’s jumping and competing each week.  In the community we have vets that we could work 
with also, Anna, Rochelle, Ed and Rach.  Also could work with Kelly Daniel as she has sport science 
background.  



• Establish a Code of Conduct around animal welfare – training, competing, and explain why these things 
should or shouldn’t be happening. 
 

• Levy increase: It was proposed to set the levies to $0.95 as of January 1st 2023.  This is to negate the loss in 
levies that we will have due to the loss of AD/ADX income.   

  

Meeting closed: 3pm  

 

 


