
Volunteering at an Agility Show 

LEAD RUNNING 

YOUR MISSION 

Make sure the dog’s lead and other items are waiting for them at the finish line. 

Assist with height changes if you have time. 

Pick up knocked jump bars (first and last jump) if you have time. 

AT THE START 

Most clubs use buckets to keep each handler’s belongings together. Ideally you should 

have three buckets – one for each end plus the one that you’re carrying. The handler will 

put their dog’s rewards into the bucket. 

Some handlers will take their dogs into the ring on lead and throw their leads back. 

You need to pick the leads up and put them in the bucket. Always check that 

there is a lead in the bucket before you take it to the other end. 

The handlers will be concentrating on their run – please don’t initiate conversation. 

AS THE DOG IS RUNNING 

You can take the bucket away as soon as the handler has put everything in it – 

including the lead. 

Be careful not to walk in front of the scribe. They need a clear view of the 

judge. You can walk through the holding area if there is space behind the scribe. 

UNEXPECTED DELAYS 

If the next handler’s start is delayed after you’ve taken their bucket away, ask them if they 

would like it back. They might want to play with their dog to get “in the zone” again before 

they run. 

AT THE OTHER END 

Place the bucket on the ground and take the empty one back. 

The best place for the bucket is in the middle of the exit area, in a direct line with 

the last two obstacles. Leave some space between the bucket and the “outside 

world” in case the dogs overshoot. 

At this end the handlers will be more relaxed so you can admire their dogs or their 

run – but remember that some dogs are afraid of strangers. 

SPECIAL REQUESTS 

Some handlers will ask for their bucket to be put somewhere else (e.g., out of sight behind 

the scribe’s tent). You should accommodate these requests within reason. 

Thank you for your help! 
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