
Volunteering at an Agility Show 

CALL STEWARDING 

YOUR MISSION 

Make the day go faster by ensuring there is always a competitor ready to run. 

Make sure everybody knows when they are supposed to be running. 

SETTING UP 

Position the running order board a few metres away from the ring entrance. 

Angle the board so that it is visible from several directions – without people having 

to stand in front of the ring entrance. 

Stand beside the board rather than in front of it, so that you don’t block the view. 

Call the first few handlers just before the class is about to start. If they are there, 

draw a dot above their number on the board. 

AFTER EACH DOG STARTS THEIR RUN 

Cross off the dog’s number off on the board. 

Check that the #1 next person to run is moving into the holding area. 

Make sure the #2 and #3 next handlers are near the ring and look alert. 

Call the next few competitors if they haven’t turned up yet. At most shows you need 

to have about five dogs lined up. At a big multi-ring show you might need more. 

If the #4 or #5 handler hasn’t turned up yet and you’ve called them several times, 

draw a circle around their number and carry on without them. You can run them 

later in the class if they turn up. 

MOVING PEOPLE AROUND 

It is more important to keep the ring flowing smoothly than to run everyone in order. 

People can’t be in two places at once, so sometimes they will need to move. 

You can move their number either by drawing arrows, or crossing it out and 

writing it in the new position. 

If somebody wants to run as soon as possible, offer to put them in front of the first 

person who hasn’t checked in yet, unless it’s very urgent. Never move 

somebody in front of the #1 or #2 next handlers to run, unless they agree. 

If a handler has three dogs (Fluffy, Rover, and Fido), they must run those dogs in 

the same order relative to each other – Fluffy first, then Rover, then Fido. 

HELP PEOPLE DO THEIR BEST 

People and dogs need time to mentally prepare for a run. Most people like to know exactly 

who the 2-3 people before them are, and to concentrate while these dogs run. Try not to 

interrupt them during this time, or to rush people into the ring with no time to prepare. 

Thank you for your help! 
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